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With local elections coming up in November, the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN)
has yet to heal its internal divisions, exacerbated recently by the pact negotiated with the governing
Partido Liberal Constitucionalista (PLC). The pact calls for several major changes including
membership in the Corte Supremo de Justicia (CSJ) and the comptroller general's office (see
NotiCen, 1999-11-18, 1999-12-23). Dissatisfaction with the FSLN's cooperation with the governing
party has helped FSLN factions unite to oppose the concept of co-governance with President
Arnoldo Aleman.
In December 1999, the orthodox faction, led by Daniel Ortega, fought with former Sandinista leader
Carlos Guadamuz, who had become an opponent of the party leadership. Guadamuz, director of
radio station Radio Ya and an aspirant for the mayoral post in Managua, had publicly criticized
Ortega on the air last December. He said Ortega was a traitor who turned the party over to Aleman
and abandoned Sandinista principals. He also said Ortega was behind the bombing of the radio
station in 1993.
On Dec. 17, the FSLN suspended Guadamuz from the party. In a press conference, Guadamuz
denounced the action as arbitrary and treasonous and said he would file a complaint with the
Centro Nicaraguense de Derechos Humanos, the Consejo Supremo Electoral, and the Procuraduria
de Derechos Humanos for violating his constitutional rights.
On Dec. 22, five Radio Ya employees, with FSLN backing, got a court order shutting down Radio
Ya and freezing the station's assets to cover US$60,000 the employees alleged they were owed in
back pay. Police took over the building and the station's transmitter and prevented a fight between
Guadamuz and Ortega supporters who had gathered outside the Radio Ya building. Four people
were arrested after a scuffle.
Guadamuz called the entire operation "barbaric" and a political "maneuver." He said the station
owed the workers nothing. "Radio Ya has 80 employees; [Ortega] looked for five to create a
superficial problem."
Guadamuz accused Ortega of orchestrating a subterfuge to gain control of the station, which
the Sandinista government had confiscated in 1990. Since the confrontation regarding Radio Ya,
Guadamuz has held talks with the Partido Camino Cristiano Nicaraguense (CCN) and may run for
mayor on the party's ticket in opposition to FSLN candidate Herty Lewites. FSLN officials said the
party had simply supported a legitimate workers grievance, but some Sandinistas saw the episode
as politically motivated.
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Vilma Nunez de Escorcia of the Centro Nicaraguense de Derechos Humanos (CNDH) said the
closing of Radio Ya came from a party directive and that Judge Vida Benavente, who issued the court
order, acted in a partisan political manner and committed several judicial errors in shutting down
the station. "They wanted to silence it," Nunez said. FSLN dissidents unite Dissidents from various
FSLN factions began meeting in January to organize.
The group, called the Movimiento Unitario Sandinista, includes the Foro Nacional Sandinista,
Iniciativa Sandinista, and Izquierda Democratica, as well as some labor and business contingents.
The Movimiento says it is not interested in starting a new party but in reversing the FSLN's
rightward shift and its cooperation with Aleman. The group's aim is to "rescue" the party from its
rightist tendencies and return it to its popular base, said labor leader Mario Malespin.
Ortega and the party hierarchy came in for severe criticism during the IX Foro de Sao Paulo, a
conference of international leftists held in Managua in mid-February. In a statement delivered to the
delegates from leftist parties in several countries, the FSLN faction Iniciativa Sandinista criticized
the party for negotiating the pact.
The statement said that, while calling for pluralism in Nicaraguan politics, the FSLN actually
agreed to divide power between itself and the PLC, excluding smaller parties. "The pact...lays the
groundwork for a two-party, exclusive political system, just as in the period of Somocismo," said the
statement, referring to the Somoza dictatorship (1934-1979).
The document went on to say that FSLN legislators had supported administration initiatives to
reduce spending on health and education, and to privatize pensions and take other steps damaging
to labor. In an interview with the newspaper El Nuevo Diario, Monica Baltodano of the Izquierda
Democratica faction said the party had become part of the neoliberal, "neosomocista" system that
had worsened poverty and unemployment, when it should be organizing the battle against that
system.
Defending the party hierarchy, FSLN vice secretary Tomas Borge said the pact would help the
Sandinistas return to power through gains in the November elections and the 2001 general elections.
Baltodano described Borge's speech as "entertaining." In justifying the pact with the argument
that it would pave the way for the FSLN's return to power, Borge is caught in a contradiction, said
Baltodano. "It's like saying that Arnoldo Aleman made the pact so that the FSLN would win." It's
an acceptance of "crumbs," instead of fighting for power to change the conditions of the majority
of Nicaraguans, she said. [Sources: La Prensa (Nicaragua), 12/23/99, 02/15/00; El Nuevo Diario
(Nicaragua), 12/23/99, 12/24/99, 01/08/00, 01/13/00, 01/23/00, 01/29/00, 02/17/00, 02/20/00; Notimex,
12/17/99, 12/22/99, 02/26/00]
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